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three first Vedas (I need not here speak of the fourth), that of the Mdnava Dherma Sdstra, and that of the Purdnas, differ from each other in pretty exact proportion to the Latin of NUMA, from whose laws entire sentences are preserved, that of APPIUS, which we see in the fragments of the Twelve Tables, and that of CICERO, or of LUCRETIUS, where he has not affected an obsolete style : if the several changes, therefore, of Sanscrit and Latin took place, as we may fairly assume, in times very nearly proportional, the Pedas must have been written about 300 years before these Institutes, and about 600 before the Purdnas and Itihdsca, which, I am fully convinced, were not the productions of WA'SA ; so that, if the son of PARA'SARA committed the traditional Fedas to writing in the Sanscrit of his father's time, the original of this book must have received its present form about 880 years before CHRIST'S birth. If the texts, indeed, which VYA'SA collected, had been actually written, in a much older dialect, by the sages preceding him, we must inquire into the greatest possible age of the Vedas themselves: now one of the longest and finest Upaniskads in the second Veda contains three lists, in a regular series upwards, * of at most orty-two pupils and preceptors, wko successively received and transmitted probably by oral tradition' the
b 2                          doctrines